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ONAM

The festival of Onam is celebrated throughout the state of Kerala. Kerala during Onam is
marked by happiness, excitement and enjoyment among all sections of people. Onam is
celebrated as an outcome of reasons that have to do with mythology as well as old agrarian
practices. If one is to go by the myth, then King Mahabali or Maveli was a generous and
virtuous ruler, who had once ruled Kerala. During his rule, the kingdom became so
prosperous that devas (gods of the Heaven) felt jealous about this and also for the reason that
King Mahabali was an asura - a member of the demon clan - who were the enemies of devas.
So, they sent Lord Vishnu in the guise of Vamana (a dwarf) to King Mahabali. As an offering
from the generous king, Vamana requested Mahabali for three feet of land. And at the time of
measuring the three feet of land, Vamana grew so huge that he measured all the worlds in two
steps. Since he had nowhere else to place his third step, Mahabali asked Vamana to place it
on his head. Pleased by his benevolence, Vamana blessed Mahabali before he was sent to the
nether world and granted him permission to visit his dear subjects once in a year. This
occasion is celebrated by all Keralites as Onam.
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CHRISTMAS

Christmas is a well-known Christian holiday set in December, celebrated the world over and
famed for its decorations and Santa Clause. The Christmas means “Feast day of Christ”.It is
a yearly celebration marking Jesus Christ’s birth; it is observed on the 25th of December as a
cultural and religious celebration among a lot of people all over the world. Christmas is
celebrated in all Christian countries but there are differences in the way each nation
celebrates this date.
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Eid al-Fitr & Fid al-Adha

Eid al-Fitr marks the end of Ramadan, a month-long fasting wherein Muslims reflect and
assess their spiritual lives in terms of the virtues taught by Mohammed. The purpose of this
paper is to know how Muslims celebrate Eid al —Fitr and to determine why it is considered as
one of the most important festivals of the Muslim faith.

Muslims around the world have begun celebrating the annual festival of Eid al-Adha — the
Festival of Sacrifice — which falls on the 10th day of Dhul Hijjah, the 12th and last month of
the Muslim lunar calendar. Muslims believe the Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) was tested by
God who commanded him to sacrifice his first-born son, Ismail (Ishmail).

Ibrahim was prepared to submit to the command, but God stayed his hand. Instead, he was
told to sacrifice an animal, likely a lamb or sheep.
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Holi is known as the festival of colours. It is one of the most important . Holi
is celebrated each year with zeal and enthusiasm in the month of March by followers of the
Hindu religion. Those who celebrate this festival, wait for it every year eagerly to play with
colours and have delectable dishes. Holi is about celebrating happiness with friends and
family. People forget their troubles and indulge in this festival to celebrate brotherhood. In
other words, we forget our enmities and get into the festival spirit. Holi is called the festival
of colours because people play with colours and apply them to each other’s faces to get

coloured in the essence of the festival.
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